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CSUF explores Proctorio alternatives 


The exam monitoring 
platform continues to 
concern students. 


LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 


NATALIE SOLANO 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Fullerton fac- 
ulty and staff are looking 
into alternative methods of 


exam monitoring and opt- 
out arrangements for stu- 
dents as Proctorio, a soft- 
ware used to ensure the 


integrity of virtual ex- 
ams, continues to raise 
concerns. 


On Oct. 16, the Faculty 
Support Services informed 
all faculty in an email about 
student concerns regarding 
the software, ranging from 
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the fear of being falsely ac- 
cused of cheating to fos- 
tering an anxiety-inducing 
test-taking environment. 
“Faculty Support  Ser- 
vices and the Chancellor’s 
Office have offered guide- 
lines on the use of proc- 
toring software and al- 
ternatives to proctored 
assessments,” said Shelli 
Wynants, the director of 


eet? mew 


Online Education and 
Training, in an email to the 
Daily Titan. 

In August, Alison Wry- 
nn, the associate vice chan- 
cellor for the California 
State Universities, sent out 
a letter to faculty and staff 
with alternate solutions as a 
form of guidance. 
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Elderly 
adjust 
online 


The Gerontology center 
makes changes to 
protect the vulnerable. 


JIYO CAYABYAB 
Asst. Editor 


COVID-19’s effects on Cal 
State Fullerton and its var- 
ious campus communities 
can be witnessed on the bar- 
ren campus. Among these 
groups, the community that 
calls the Ruby Gerontology 
Center home, has had their 
fair share of trials and tribu- 
lations while adapting to the 
new normal. 

March 12 is a date etched 
onto the memory of Joyce 
Ono, president of the Osh- 
er Lifelong Learning Insti- 
tute, known as OLLI. That 
was when the organization’s 
board of trustees decided to 
shut down the program be- 
ginning March 16 in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The elderly and those with 
preexisting conditions can 
experience the harsher side 
of the virus. With this infor- 
mation, the communities in 
the gerontology center acted 
swiftly to protect their high- 
risk members. 
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SPORTS 


CSUF athletes prepare 
for the upcoming season 
despite limited access to 


facilities. 
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OPINION 


Positions of power 
should be reserved for 
politicians with morals 
as strong as their policy 
choices. 
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LIFESTYLE 


“The Mandalorian” sea- 
son two debut arrives on 
Disney Plus. 
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The markets offer vendors that can vary from fruits and vegetables, to nuts and clothing. (Natalie Solano / Daily Titan) 


Local markets to visit 
this fall in preparation 
for holiday season. 


NATALIE SOLANO 
Staff Writer 


EDER RAMIREZ 
Asst. Editor 


As businesses adjust to 
COVID-19 guidelines, farm- 
ers’ markets in Southern 
California have continued 
to stay open while trying to 
create a safe environment 
for all guests. 


Farmers markets are a great 
opportunity for those hoping 
to get some shopping done, 
while complying with the 
CDC guidelines, which sug- 
gest outside gatherings over 
indoor gatherings. 

If you’re looking for a fun 
activity to do with friends or 
family, here are three local 
farmers markets everyone can 
visit this fall and enjoy some 
time outside. 


Uptown Whittier Farmers’ 
Market 
Every Friday morning, the 


Uptown Whittier Farmers’ 
Market draws in many attend- 
ees to see what fresh produce 
and goods they have in stock. 

Located at 13018 Phila- 
delphia St., in Whittier, CA, 
this market is open every Fri- 
day from 8 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Following COVID-19 guide- 
lines, the market enforces 
mask-wearing and social dis- 
tancing while also providing 
hand-washing stations. Upon 
entry, guests are asked to wash 
their hands and wear gloves 
before shopping. 

Of the 15 vendors, guests 


can take advantage of the dif- 
ferent varieties offered during 
this year’s apple season, such 
as Granny Smith, Red Deli- 
cious and Fuji apples. 

At the Zen’s Tea House 
booth, there is an item that 
interests many  custom- 
ers, known as golden milk. 
Though there are varia- 
tions of this powder mixture, 
golden milk is known for its 
health benefits, such as reduc- 
ing inflammation, providing 
antioxidants and more. 
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Muslim students discuss mental health 


The association aims to 
destigmitize emotional 
well-being in Islam. 


DIANA JARRAH 
Staff Writer 


Muslim students opened 
up about the stigma _ sur- 
rounding mental health in 
the Islamic community at 
a Cal State Fullerton Mus- 
lim Student Association 
event on Wednesday. 

Iman Saymeh, a clin- 
ical social worker and 
CSUF alum, spoke to stu- 
dents about the genera- 
tional gap between them 
and their parents, and 
how discussing topics like 
anxiety and depression in 
Muslim households can be 
difficult. 

“When some _ parents 
saw the flyer on my social 
media they were like, ‘can 
you tell them about re- 
belliousness, can you tell 
them about respect,’ and I 
was like no we’re going to 
talk about what they want 
to talk about and we’ll 
go from there,” Saymeh 
said. 

With this in mind, Say- 
meh opened up the work- 
shop with some questions 
to put students at the cen- 
ter — How is your heart 
and what have you at- 
tached your heart to? She 
talked to students about 
the most important mat- 
ters in their lives and what 
happens when they form 
new friendships and rela- 
tionships, specifically fo- 
cusing on support systems 
and how those people show 
up for them when they are 


feeling distraught. 

In Islam, Muslims are 
encouraged to follow the 
guidance of God and re- 
frain from seeking ac- 
ceptance from external 
sources. This can be in the 
form of material objects or 
through other people. 

However, for some 
young Muslims, this can 
be a challenge. 

Saymeh noted how the 
cultural differences be- 
tween the religion and 
American culture can of- 
ten result in loneliness. 
She compared the com- 
munal culture of Islam 
to the individualism seen 
in America, where Mus- 
lim identities are connect- 
ed to a whole community 
and an American culture 
where’ individuality is 
dominant. 

“We need to connect, we 
need to be part of some- 
thing bigger than you,” 
Saymeh said. “So Islam is 
not something that is here 
to oppress you or take any- 
thing away from you.” 

Because of this cultural 
divide, Muslim youth find 
it difficult to open up to 
their parents about their 
mental health. Despite 
this, Saymeh is hopeful for 
the next generation. 


“Tm seeing openness 
with parents, especially 
with immigrant parents, 


in learning more about 
mental health and it really 
makes me happy because I 
know if we break a cycle 
that’s where healing starts 
to emerge and that’s where 
communication starts to 
get better,” Saymeh said. 
Saymeh told young 


Muslims about this feeling 
stemming from the need to 
be perfect or from times 
when they had been be- 
trayed. While encouraging 
students to reflect, Say- 
meh also proposed attend- 
ing therapy, an uncommon 
suggestion due to the stig- 
ma surrounding mental 
health in Islam. 

“IT know that Allah has 
full control over every- 
thing, but I still find my- 
self trying to take control 
of as much as I can and I 
don’t know how to let go”, 
said Selwa Hassen, a sec- 
ond-year CSUF student 
and Muslim Student Asso- 
ciation member. 

Even with more per- 
sonal spiritual questions, 
students opened up about 
their faith with Saymeh, 
regarding God’s  plan- 
ning and how it can lead 
to negative emotions and 
uncertainty. 

“How do we know when 
we bring things for our- 
selves if something neg- 
ative happens in my life, 
how do I necessarily know 
if it’s from Allah or if ’m 
the one that caused it?” 
said Saana Khairi, a sec- 
ond-year CSUF student. 

Questions like these 
not only encourage a safe 
space for Muslims to ask 
questions that otherwise 
would not be talked about, 
but it helps bring the CSUF 
Muslim community closer. 
Saymeh said that speak- 
ing to Muslim youth was 
one of her favorite things 
to do because that genera- 
tional agap allowed people 
to realize that perhaps the 
coping mechanisms their 
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parents had implemented 
were not the right match. 

“Not from a place of 
right or wrong, not from 
a place of rebellion, not 
from a place of ‘I hate my 


parents’, from a place of 
‘It’s time to talk. It’s time 
to communicate on a deep- 


er level, it’s time to do 
things differently,” Say- 
meh said. 


—s 


Clinical social worker, Iman Saymeh, spoke to the Muslim Student 
Association about mental health. (Screenshot / Daily Titan) 


Prop. 22 to shape 
app-based jobs 


Voters will decide the 
employment status of 
Uber and Lyft drivers. 


AUSTIN WEATHERMAN 
Staff Writer 


On Nov. 3, California voters 
will decide whether or not app- 
based rideshare and delivery driv- 
ers will be defined as independent 
contractors or as employees. 

Proposition 22 focuses on re- 
pealing Assembly Bill 5 which 
amended and added clauses to 
the state’s labor codes to more 
properly define who is considered 
an independent contractor or an 
employee of a company. 

AB- 5 was proposed after a se- 
ries of court cases came to light. 
In 2018, the court case, Dynamex 
Operations West, Inc. v. Superi- 
or Court of Los Angeles, estab- 
lished company workers as em- 
ployees and implemented a 3-part 
test to indicate if a worker should 
be classified as an independent 
contractor. 

According to California’s Em- 
ployment Development Depart- 
ment, the test specifies that a 
person must be free of the hiring 
entity’s control, the work must 
be performed outside the busi- 
ness’ usual procedures and must 
be involved in an independently 
established trade. If Proposition 
22 does not pass, AB 5 will stand 
and companies like Uber, Lyft 
and Doordash must change the 
status of drivers from indepen- 
dent contractors to employees and 
would have to provide them with 
standard benefits like minimum 
wage, healthcare, sick leave and 
unemployment. The companies 
would also have to provide a set 
schedule for when the drivers are 
allowed to work. If the measure 


passes drivers will maintain their 
status as independent contractors 
while enacting labor and wage 
policies specific to this line of 
work. The policies could include 
a requirement for companies to 
provide 41% healthcare coverage 
for drivers who work an average 
of 15 to 25 hours per week. 

According to a CA App-Based 
Driver Survey, 68% of all Cali- 
fornia app-based drivers would 
stop driving if they lost their flex- 
ible schedule. The survey also 
reported that 84% of the drivers 
said that they have another job 
and 72% support Proposition 22. 
Uber economist Alison Stein said 
that with the loss of drivers, rider 
prices would increase from 25% 
to 111% across California to cov- 
er the costs of making the drivers 
employees. In the Orange County 
market, prices would see arise by 
50-60%. Cal State Fullerton se- 
nior Benjamin Brazeal said in a 
telephone interview that the rising 
prices may stop him from calling 
aride. 

“T wouldn't want to pay a lot 
of money just to be getting to the 
location I want,’ Brazeal said. 
“At that point, [’d just end up 
driving.” 

The campaign “No on Prop 
22” suggests that the ballot mea- 
sure causes more harm to drivers 
as it will weaken the benefits and 
protections drivers are entitled to 
because it will not offer overtime 
or paid leave. The coalition also 
states that the newly added ben- 
efits in AB 5 offer greater acces- 
sibility to state and federal pro- 
grams like unemployment and 
healthcare. Over $188 million 
have been raised in support of 
“Yes on 22” and their opposition 
have spent over $15 million ac- 
cording to the California Secre- 
tary of State’s website. 
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News 3 


Seniors: Institution could be last to reopen 
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“The most challenging 
part of switching to virtu- 
al instruction has been the 
ability to have in-person 
internships,” said Michae- 
la Thompson, a gerontolo- 
gy graduate student. “The 
risk for severe illness from 
COVID-19 increases with 
age, with older adults at the 
highest risk for contracting 
the virus. As gerontology 
graduate students, we do 
not want to put this popu- 
lation at a higher risk than 
they already are in the cur- 
rent pandemic.” 

The Ruby Gerontology 
Center hostedf the Aging 
Studies Program and Os- 
her Lifelong Learning In- 
stitute. For Thompson, the 
center was a place to culti- 
vate their careers and new 
ideas. 

Since the beginning of 
the pandemic, the geron- 
tology center, especially 
the learning institute, have 
tried to adapt to the situa- 
tion and make the best of 
the barriers that COVID-19 
has set. 

Ono said that attendance 
has increased for many 
of the institute’s class- 
es, but it was a challenge 


for the group to learn how 
to use Zoom and teach it 


to its leadership, mem- 
bers, instructors and 
coordinators. 


“In that short time, I like 
to say ‘OLLI pivoted on a 
penny’ while the campus 
prides itself for ‘pivoting 
on a dime’, because we did 
it all with dedicated volun- 
teers! I am very proud of 
our accomplishment,” Ono 
said. 

Restricted internships 
for gerontology students 
and Zoom meetings aren’t 
the only setbacks this com- 
munity has had to face, 
with a drop in revenue as 
roughly half of their mem- 
bers dropped their classes 
and stopped paying. 

Normally the center 
hosts activities for seniors 
promoting socialization 
along with physical and in- 
tellectual challenges. Ono 
said they have managed to 
support the physical exer- 
cise and socialization via 
online activities, but it’s 
still not the same. 

“We miss all the class- 
es, activities and events 
that are not suitable for 
presenting virtually, like 
travel, social get togethers, 


many of our musical per- 
formance classes, bridge, 
poker and tai chi and other 
sources of group exercis- 
es,” Ono said. 

Stacey Fruth, an aging 
studies graduate and ger- 
ontology honors _ society 


member, said she remem- 
bers her time in the center 
spent speaking with pro- 
fessors and peers. Her fa- 
vorite experience in the 
gerontology center would 
be the Geropalooza, an 


event in the main quad 
where the institute would 
host games and even a 
flash dance. 

While trying to follow 
safety protocols and tak- 
ing their members’ health 
as the top concern, the ger- 
ontology center will even- 
tually make a return to 
campus. 

“We will probably be the 
last unit to return to cam- 
pus because our popula- 
tion is the most vulnerable. 


I’m guessing that we won’t 
be back until fall 2021. It 
is based on when a proven 
vaccine is widely admin- 
istered,’ Ono said. “One 
of our strategic goals for 
many years was to estab- 
lish a distance learning ca- 
pability so members who 
were no longer mobile or 
had mobility issues could 
participate in our class- 
es virtually. We have ex- 
ceeded our expectations 
for this goal.” 


Change: Petition 
reaches over 5,000 


online signatures 
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“While remote proctoring 
may be used in connection with 
virtual instruction during fall 
2020, campuses are strongly en- 
couraged to consider, evaluate 
and discuss alternate methods of 
assessment,” Wrynn said. 

Some of the alternate assess- 
ment methods mentioned in- 
clude open-book exams, presen- 
tations, timed exams, essays and 
projects, as well as electronic 
portfolios for the students’ aca- 
demic work. Wrynn also said 
that a student’s living situation 
should be considered as finan- 
cial constraints, housing insecu- 
rity, crowded living conditions or 
lack of resources can impede stu- 
dents’ academic performance. 

“Campuses should — think 
carefully about how the privacy 
rights of students in their own 
homes can be respected, while 
still assessing student mastery of 
course material in a valid way,” 
Wrynn said. 

Though Proctorio remains an 
option for professors, students 
like Landy Waight, a fourth-year 
business major, worry about pro- 
spective classes that may use the 
software. 

“None of my professors have 
used Proctorio this semester — 
at least so far. I have no idea if 
they will in the future,’ Waight 
said. “I do not think it’s secure 
and safe. It sounds like an inva- 
sion of privacy to me.” 

Some professors have echoed 
similar sentiments about Proc- 
torio and believe review- 
ing the false cheating alerts is 
time-consuming. 

“From the demo session and 
feedback from colleagues, it is 
clear that too many false red 
flags are set off on students us- 
ing Proctorio,’said Larry How- 
ard, an associate professor of 


economics at CSUF, in an email 
to the Daily Titan. “T think using 
proctoring systems negatively af- 
fects the psychology of students 
and adds additional stress to an 
already stressful activity. That 
cost has to be weighed against 
the expected benefit of academic 
integrity.” 

Due to the challenges brought 
by this software, a petition to ter- 
minate the use of Proctorio at 
CSUF was started two months 
ago on Change.org. The petition 
rejects the software for the use of 
exam invigilation and demands 
alternate ways to conduct exams. 
So far, the petition has garnered 
more than 5,000 signatures with 
a goal of 7,500 signatures. 

“Signing up for a class that 
doesn’t list whether or not they 
use Proctorio isn’t consent,’ said 
Robert Montgomery, a human 
communications major. “I’m 
100% against it. I’ve been taking 
classes since 2015 and only now 
have I been forced to use an on- 
line proctor.” 

Proctorio monitors students 
during exams through a com- 
puter with a microphone, cam- 
era, reliable Wi-Fi connection 
and is sensitive to noise and 
movements. 

“Knowing that you're being 
monitored and that if the system 
notices you moving too much or 
eyes moving too much, is a lit- 
tle nerve-racking,” said Jasmine 
Martinez. 

A one-year contract was ex- 
panded to include all faculty as 
the pandemic continues to grip 
the nation and a virtual spring 
semester has been confirmed. 

“The campus will review 
the usage of Proctorio and 
a fall 2021 campus reopen- 
ing plan before extending any 
contract for the next academic 
year,’ Wynants said. 
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4 Opinion 
Policies 


Leaders must conduct 
themselves with values 
that reflect the nation. 


ELIZA GREEN 
Asst. Editor 


Whether it’s polarizing so- 
cial media posts or heated 
in-person arguments, a com- 
mon defense used to justify 
a vote for President Donald 
Trump is often chalked up to a 
matter of policy alone. 

While it is important to 
know, understand and agree 
with a candidate’s policy choic- 
es before selecting them on the 
ballot, the deliberation process 
should never end there. 

Personality, character and 
rhetoric of the nation’s lead- 
ers, specifically command- 
er-in-chief, play an extremely 
important role in shaping how 
Americans respond to events, 
receive information, treat oth- 
ers or approach issues. 

With the example of Trump, 
the nation has become even 
more divided and indifferent 
toward one another. 

According to data from 
the FBI, in the time follow- 
ing Trump’s election there has 
been an unprecedented spike 
in hate crimes concentrated 
in counties where he won by 
larger margins. Nov. 2016 saw 
one of the highest rates of hate 
crimes in U.S. history, second 
only to 9/11. 

Additionally, data — gath- 
ered by the Anti-Defamation 
League revealed a correlation 
between rise in violent crime 
and Trump rallies. The study 
showed that counties hosting 
Trump rallies had more than 
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should not outweigh character 


double the amount of hate 
crime rates than similar coun- 
ties not holding rallies. 

Trump himself has shown 
patterns of illegal, or at best, 
unsavory behavior in his busi- 
ness dealings. There have been 
countless lawsuits against his 
companies regarding issues 
such as tenant intimidation and 
racial housing discrimination. 
Additionally, his tax returns 
have also revealed his neglect 
of civic and legal duty. 

Not only does this provide 
insight into the slippery busi- 
nessman he is, but many of 
these dealings can also inform 
voters about policies. 

Trump’s claims that he will 
make the economy strong fell 
flat knowing that he failed to 
repay $270 million worth of 
borrowed money. His com- 
panies also faced four major 
bankruptcies and had personal 
debts as high as $900 million. 

Trump’s past struggles to 
keep his businesses afloat call 
into question his ability to bet- 
ter the economy. 

Many of his former advi- 
sors and associates have faced 
charges since his election, in- 
cluding Steve Bannon, Mi- 
chael Flynn, Roger Stone, 
Paul Manafort, Rick Gates, 
Michael Cohen and George 
Papadopoulos. 

While this does not prove 
that Trump was involved, it 
fills in some information con- 
cerning who he is willing to do 
business with and how shallow 
his loyalty can be when those 
around him no longer serve 
any benefit. 

Regarding more personal 
matters, 26 women have come 


forward to accuse Trump of 
various forms of sexual mis- 
conduct since the late 1970s. 
Trump has claimed that all of 
these women are “liars,” how- 
ever his past comments about 
women’s bodies along with the 
constant degradation of women 
is still a prominent attitude he 
has carried. 

Another important factor to 
consider is the negative effects 
that a politician’s character has 
on the country’s image and its 
treatment on the world stage. 

According to global studies 
conducted by Pew Research 
Center, confidence in the U.S. 
dropped from 64% to 49% 
when Trump was elected to 
office. 

At the end of Barack 
Obama’s presidency in 2016, 
global confidence in his leader- 
ship was at 74%. When Trump 
was inaugurated in 2017, the 
global confidence in his lead- 
ership was at 23%. In another 
global Pew study, participants 
were asked about confidence 
levels in the leadership of five 
different world leaders: Angela 
Merkel of Germany, Emmanu- 
el Macron of France, Vladimir 
Putin of Russia, Xi Jinping of 
China and Trump. 

Out of the five leaders, only 
29% of participants expressed 
confidence in Trump’s leader- 
ship, the second-lowest, and 
64% had no confidence at all. 

Trump’s lack of candor and 
transparency as well as his un- 
willingness to listen to health 
experts has seemingly hurt the 
U.S., and has done nothing to 
help prevent over 230,000 coro- 
navirus deaths and counting. 

While his tendencies to 


mislead people or make base- 
less comments have never 
been helpful to the country, 
the negative effects have be- 
come even more clear during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Pol- 
icy aside, Trump has contribut- 
ed to harm in ways that can be 
hard to quantify and predict. 
However, the temptation to 
vote for a candidate simply 
because of a few of their plat- 
forms disregards the long-term 
effects that their character can 
have on the nation as a whole. 
A position with such high 


\ have feally 


40d policies. 


Donald Trump’s 


prestige and power should not 
be taken lightly and should be 
reserved only for those who 
conduct themselves with vir- 
tue and values that reflect their 
nation. 

Although this certainly 
hasn’t always been the case, it 
should be the goal. No politi- 
cian is perfect in character or 
policy. 

However, as voters, we are 
not doing our job if we do not 
assess candidates comprehen- 
sively, instead relying only on a 
handful of policies. 


Tax Fraud Being 
Addressed Again 


By. Riter Pursen 


Oct.12,220 
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Clickbait promotes misinformation 


Social media should 
encourage users to read 
before they share. 


KENNEDI LOPES 
Asst. Editor 


Over the years, social media 
has evolved into an outlet for 
people from different walks of 
life to obtain new knowledge 
of current events and social is- 
sues in unprecedented ways. 

Unfortunately, because the 
federal government does not 
regulate social media _plat- 
forms, little is done to ensure 
that users are receiving factual 
information. 

In the social media era, on- 
line media sources sometimes 
create posts for the public eye 
that are controversial, inac- 
curate or exaggerated to in- 
crease clicks on their webpage 
and ad revenue. For many so- 
cial media users, posts which 
often play into confirmation 
bias, are shared and spread like 
wildfire, causing a frenzy of 
misinformation. 

Some users are quick to be- 
lieve the online media, as they 
like, comment and share in- 
formation which hasn’t been 
researched. 

What was once a godsend 
has become a danger to society 
and makes it almost impossible 
for social media users to distin- 
guish fact from fallacy. 

Inaccurate news and/or 
headlines are pertinent among 
all social media platforms, es- 
pecially Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram. 

An example of this is a re- 
cent article posted by Reuters, 


which reported on a COVID-19 
vaccine trial in Brazil, in which 
a volunteer of the control group 
had died. Although this partic- 
ipant wasn’t even administered 
the vaccine, the editors at Re- 
uters allowed for the headline 
“AstraZeneca COVID-19 vac- 
cine trial Brazil volunteer dies, 
trial to continue.” 

Deliberately ignoring the 
participant being in the con- 
trol group of the trial, this 
headline was reckless and 
promoted anti-vaccine agen- 
das and unnecessary pan- 
ic; Twitter users quickly 
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expressed their anger over 
this misuse of information. 

While it is pertinent that 
news media uphold the key val- 
ues of honesty and reliability, 
social media designers must 
hold themselves accountable 
for allowing inaccurate articles 
on their sites and implement 
more changes to deplete this 
issue. 

Popular apps like Face- 
book and Instagram have 
weak designs for stopping 
the spread of fake news, and 
do little to encourage users to 
engage more frequently with 


the articles they repost. 

In April of last year, Face- 
book decided to make changes 
to its format to combat the pro- 
gressively worsening issue of 
fake news, hate speech and po- 
litical propaganda over social 
media. These changes include 
limiting the reach of webpages 
whose popularity is inconsis- 
tent with its reliability, as well 
as better examining groups 
to ensure administration and 
moderator content guidelines 
are not violated. 

While these revisions are 
better than none, there are still 
some major hiccups. Accord- 
ing to a blog post by Guy Ros- 
en, Facebook’s vice president 
of integrity, and Tessa Lyons, 
the company’s head of news 
feed integrity, “professional 
fact-checking partners are an 
important piece of our strate- 
gy against misinformation, but 
they face challenges of scale: 
There simply aren’t enough 
professional fact-checkers 
worldwide and, like all good 
journalism, fact-checking 
takes time.” 

Amid the massive leak of 
misinformation regarding 
COVID-19 and its correspond- 
ing arguments, Instagram also 
added third-party fact-checkers 
to its team. While information 
may be taken down on the Dis- 
cover and Explore pages of In- 
stagram, posts that have been 
marked as false by these fact 
checkers are still seen on users’ 
feeds. 

Using third-party compa- 
nies and an insufficient num- 
ber of professional fact-check- 
ers to flag and/or remove faulty 
posts from social media is not 


enough to ensure that account 
holders are receiving accurate 
information. 

Minimizing the spread of 
misinformation and differen- 
tiating from Facebook and In- 
stagram, Twitter has recently 
added a unique advancement 
designed to encourage users to 
actually read articles before in- 
teracting with them. 

This advancement forces 
Twitter users to receive a noti- 
fication asking, “Want to read 
the article first?” before be- 
ing able to retweet any news 
media. 

This improvement is a great 
encouragement for users to 
stop, take a moment to reflect 
and engage in the articles they 
might normally repost without 
haste. 

Twitter also added a new no- 
tification earlier this year alert- 
ing users of tweets that vio- 
lated guidelines but remained 
online for public interest. The 
feature gained attention when 
President Donald Trump had 
his own tweet censored on the 
app. Instead of trying to mute 
and delete an infinite number 
of fake news pages, social me- 
dia platforms like Facebook 
and Instagram need to follow 
in Twitter’s footsteps and en- 
courage users to seek out in- 
formation on their own, rather 
than rely on small headlines 
and mediocre photos for the 
full story. 

If other social media plat- 
forms don’t take these steps, 
political groups and media out- 
lets will continue to leave us- 
ers in the dark, unable to deci- 
pher between real news, biased 
claims and falsified clickbait. 
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Public speaking never looked easier 


TEDxCSUF president 
embraces the art of 
spoken presentations. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


Years ago, a dark-haired 


15-year-old strode onto 
the Valencia High School 
stage. 


His feet anchored them- 
selves atop the bright red 
circle as his heart pound- 
ed under the black cotton 
of his T-shirt. The eyes be- 
hind wire-rimmed glasses 
couldn’t see the faces hid- 
ing in the blackness, but 
the low buzzing of breaths 
betrayed the auditorium’s 
fullness. He had rehearsed 
this speech a_ thousand 
times, but now the facial 
microphone taped tightly 
to his right cheek remind- 
ed him that this is the real 
one. 

Then, he spoke, and it all 
disappeared. 

Saleem Haider is 19 now, 
and marks that moment 
as the one where he fell 
in love with the number 
one American fear: public 
speaking. 

“I had to be comfort- 
able not having control,” 
Haider recalled on a sun- 
ny Wednesday afternoon. 
“It was very hard learning 
to just go with the flow, to 
just go with what I know 
that I can do and contin- 
ue down the motions with- 
out constantly thinking of 
the audience, without con- 
stantly thinking of struc- 
turing my words.” 

As he speaks, his voice 
is devoid of the “likes” and 
“ums” that litter the rheto- 
ric of most people — a sure 
mark of his time in public 
speaking. Each word is de- 
liberate, but the sentenc- 
es they form are still quick 
and passionate. 

The Cal State Fullerton 
junior has come far since 
that first high school TEDx 
speech, and is now the 
co-founder and president of 
the TEDxCSUF organiza- 
tion. It’s a spinoff of TED 
Talks, and the “x” signifies 
that it’s an independent- 
ly organized event, Haider 
explained. 

TEDxCSUF completed 
its registration as a student 


READY WHEN YOU ARE... 


Saleem Haider is a junior at Cal State Fullerton. (Mark Munn / California Phantom Imaging) 


organization in Febru- 
ary and received licensing 
from TED Conferences in 
March, but the COVID-19 
pandemic threw a curve- 
ball at its intended October 
conference. Nonetheless, 
the organization is explor- 
ing hybrid options for the 
eventual conference. 

Khira Mistry, the 
TEDxCSUF director, 
co-founded the club last 
fall with Haider and aid- 
ed in redesigning a virtual 
structure. 

“We had to make sure 
that we were creating 
something that would 
break those barriers, and 
really make sure that our 
conference and the stu- 
dents and faculty speaking 
their stories are shining 
through beyond anything 
else,” she said. 

The club collected 
around 70 members over 
the course of the pan- 
demic, Haider said as the 


connection crackled on the 
other side of the phone— 
another reminder of the 
complicated circumstanc- 
es that the pandemic has 
brought. Still, Haider’s 
outlook is bright. 

“T’m incredibly proud of 
that number,” he said. “I 
have great aspirations and 
great hope and great confi- 
dence that this is going to 
be something really awe- 
some on campus.” 

Haider is a_ walking 
whirlwind. Along with 
TedxCSUF, he juggles 24 
class units as a business 
honors student, and is the 
co-founder and vice pres- 
ident of the charity Relay 
for Life Fullerton. That 
barely scratches the sur- 
face of an agenda that 
would make most rational 
people run. 

Contrary to his crowd- 
ed schedule, Haider comes 
off as easy going — a true 
attribute of someone born 
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and raised in sunny Or- 
ange County. His interests 
conform to no such mold, 
as they range from earning 
his motorcycle license to 
marching band to building 
a computer with his extra 
free time. 

But what wakes him up 
in the morning? Haider 
says it’s the excitement of 
talking to others. 

“T love meeting new peo- 
ple. I love learning. I love 
acting as a mentor and 
being a mentee for tons 
of different things, and I 
guess that that’s a lot of 
what I do, to be honest,” he 
said. “I socialize a lot with 
people, professionally, per- 
sonally, family, friends. I 
thrive off of other people’s 
energy and I’ve come to 
recognize that.” 

It’s a statement that his 
coworkers confirm without 
hesitation. 

Hanna Yazdi, a fel- 
low CSUF student, is the 
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theatrical coordinator for 
Titan Talks, a program un- 
der TEDxCSUF which con- 
sists of a series of work- 
shops that are designed 
to give students a casu- 
al space to practice public 
speaking. 

“Everyone loves Sal- 
eem,” Yazdi said, so confi- 
dently that it sounded like 
a fact rather than an opin- 
ion. “He’s very emotionally 
intelligent. He cares about 
people a lot — super fun- 
ny, super humble. And he’s 
so smart; he’s seriously so 
smart.” 

Her words are echoed by 
TEDxCSUF advisor Ka- 
tie Woodhouse, who works 
within the College of Busi- 
ness and Economics. Last 
fall, she and Haider often 
discussed the ideas that 
would eventually come 
to fruition in the form of 
TEDxCSUF. 

“Saleem is the most driv- 
en, hard-working and kind 
individual that I have had 
the pleasure to spend time 
with,” Woodhouse said. “I 
have full faith that Saleem 
is always gonna be that guy 
who leads with his morals 
and with his integrity.” 

The positive reviews of 
his peers are easily recip- 
rocated. Over the buzzing 
of the telephone, Haider 
launches into a list of peo- 
ple who inspire him — a 
list that he says could go on 
for hours, but thankfully 
keeps it to three minutes. 

“It goes back to the con- 
cept of there’s always been 
a team. There’s always 
been people around me 
that have been helping me 
through all the things that I 
do,” Haider said. 

Haider’s own evolution 
as a speaker is document- 
ed through a slew of vid- 
eos. In his senior year of 
high school, he delivers 
another TEDx talk. Haider 
speaks to the audience as 
though he was talking to 
a friend. His hands dance 
as he speaks, occasional- 
ly drifting up to push his 
glasses back up on his 
nose. If he’s nervous, he 
doesn’t show it. 

“What’s up, ladies and 
gentlemen?” He _ asks 
from the same Valencia 
High School stage. “My 
name is Saleem Haider.” 


— ad 
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New alliances welcome 
“The Mandalorian” in 
new season debut. 


ANTHONY ROBLES 
Staff Writer 
Laser blasters, boun- 


ty hunters, alien creatures 
and the oh so beloved Baby 
Yoda are what most Star 
Wars fans can look for- 
ward to when watching the 
Disney Plus original series 
“The Mandalorian.” 

The Star Wars spinoff 
series first made its debut 
in 2019 on Disney’s high- 


ly anticipated streaming 
platform. 
The  eight-episode _ se- 


ries was an immediate hit 
for Disney Plus, attracting 
10 million viewers in its 
first 24 hours of availabili- 
ty which surpassed demand 
from other popular stream- 
ing platforms, including Ap- 
ple TV Plus, HBO Max and 


NBC’s Peacock. Since then, 
“The Mandalorian” has won 
seven Emmys, including 
best original dramatic score 
and has been hailed by crit- 
ics as the best new Star 
Wars since 1983’s “Return 
of the Jedi.” 

Now the hit series is 
back with a second season 
stream- "ing exclusively 
on Disney Plus. Showrunner 
Jon Favreau is the main cre- 
ative force behind this tit- 
ular series, taking on most 
of the writing and directing 
duties. Animator Dave Filo- 
ni and director Rick Famuy- 
iwa have a directing credit 
on this series as well. 

The show’s story follows 
a lonesome bounty hunter 
played by actor Pedro Pas- 
cal, who is from a race of 
warriors in the Star Wars 
universe known as Mandal- 
orians. The armored and 
mysterious character travels 
the outer reaches of the gal- 
axy, far from the authority 


of the new republic. 

The first episode of the 
eight-part season debuted 
this past weekend, and Dis- 
ney Plus will air a new ep- 
isode each Friday for the 
next eight weeks, with the 
finale set to be available on 
Dec. 18. 

The first episode has ac- 
tion right from the start. Star 
Wars fans will recognize 
some of the alien charac- 
ters in this episode, and ap- 
preciate the nod to the ear- 
lier films that feature those 
same creatures. Director Jon 
Favreau knows how to keep 
the fictional universe’s con- 
tinuity relevant, so fans of 
the movies will be nostalgic 
with most things they see in 
the episode while still keep- 
ing things fresh and new so 
that people do not need to 
watch the movies to fully 
enjoy the show. 

Pedro Pascal, the ac- 
tor under the helmet of the 
main protagonist, does an 
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L Show | The space-bounty hunter is back 


DISNEY 


amazing job of keeping the 
character mysterious, con- 
veying emotion without the 
need for any facial expres- 
sions, which works well for 
a character of this nature. 

In the Star Wars lore, a 
Mandalorian must never re- 
move his helmet in the pres- 
ence of others. While the 
first season of this series did 
include a scene of the char- 
acter removing his helmet 
for a short moment, fans do 
not expect that to be a com- 
mon occurrence, so the ac- 
tor must be good enough to 
communicate without the 
need for facial expressions, 
which Pascal does. 

Another factor in the 
show’s success was the in- 
troduction of a Yoda-like 


character affectionate- 
ly known as Baby Yoda 
that the series has offi- 


cially named “The Child”. 
The tiny green alien was a 
massive hit with Star Wars 
mega fans because of the 


unknown origins of the 
character which also struck 
a chord with average people 
because of how adorable the 
character appears to be. 

With long pointy ears and 
big circular eyes, The Child 
was an immediate success 
for the franchise, with many 
fans pre-ordering merchan- 
dise from Disney which in- 
cluded plush toys, back- 
packs, clothing and more. 

Make no mistake Baby 
Yoda fans; The Child ap- 
pears in this episode just 
like every episode in the last 
season. It is safe to say that 
The Child will be a central 
plot point throughout this 
series, as the Mandalori- 
an has been tasked with re- 
turning the child to its own 
kind. 

The debut episode is 
beautifully shot and features 
quality special effects as ex- 
pected in a typical high bud- 
get Star Wars movie. The 
series takes us to familiar 
settings and planets seen in 
the films, and even on the 
small screen, the effects 
are cutting edge and bril- 
liant, adding depth to the 
episode. 

Actor Timothy Olyphant 
also appears as Cobb Vanth, 
a marshal of a small min- 
ing colony on the planet 
Tatooine. After striking a 
deal with the Mandalorian, 
the two must work together 
to save the colony from an 
emerging danger. 

Fans will be able to take 
notice of references to past 
films and there may be a 
few easter eggs that could 
become a larger plot point 
in future episodes. 

“The Mandalorian” sea- 
son two’s first episode is 
available to watch now 
with a standard Disney 
Plus subscription. 


Eat: Making fresh and healthy 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 
Fullerton Certified Farm- 
ers Market 

Offered for students near 
Cal State Fullerton is the 
Fullerton Certified Farm- 
ers Market, temporarily 
located at the Fullerton 
Public Library parking lot, 
open Wednesdays from 8 
a.m. to | p.m. 

This farmers’ market 
hosts vendors selling fresh 
baked bread, picked pro- 
duce and caught fish. 

The Fullerton Certified 
Farmers Market 


typically has Cape 
gooseberries for purchase. 
Round, tart and sweet, 
gooseberries have a tex- 
ture that is similar to that 
of a tomato, as well as the 
sweet flavor of a tropical 
fruit and the tartness of a 
cumquat or lemon. 

Gooseberries are high 
in vitamin C, with a one- 
cup serving fulfilling 46% 
of your daily need. They 
have a low fat content, as 
they have less than one 


gram of fat per serv- 
ing, which is great with 
all of the recent Hallow- 
een candy. Gooseberries 
are also a great source of 
antioxidants. 


Downtown Anaheim Farm- 
ers’ Market 
Another farmers’ market 
close to CSUF with a large 
variety of products is the 
Downtown Anaheim 
ufer Farmers’ Market, 
aoe which provides a 
wide variety of 
vendors _ selling 


‘ome: vaua te 
cL 
ga 
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eggs, kettle corn, Chinese 
jerky, clothing and hand- 
made jewelry. Located at 
201 Center Street Prome- 
nade, Anaheim, this mar- 
ket is open every Thurs- 
day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Free two-hour parking is 
available at Parking Struc- 
ture 3 as long as you get 
your ticket validated by a 
vendor. 

With inspiring fall pro- 
duce from the farmers’ 
market, finding what is 
available and adding a 
twist to the usual rec- 
ipes will help you 


choices 


win your friends’ and 
family’s taste buds and 
tummies over. 

If these locations are 


not close to you or do not 
fit your schedule, there 
are resources just a click 
away. Visit ocfarmbureau. 
org to find local farmers’ 
markets available in Or- 
ange County each day of 
the week, as well as lists 
of what each farmers’ 
market offers. 
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11/3: 


11/7: 


11/8: 


11/13: 


11/16- 
20: 


UP TO DATE 


HSS Lecture: Interdisciplinary Con- 
versations on Anti-Blackness 

11:30 a.m - 12:15 p.m 
(hss.fullerton.edu/lectures) 


William Camargo IG Live 
@ 4- 4:30 p.m (@begovichgallery) 


Last day of Native Plant Sale at 
Arboretum 


Deadline to withdraw from classes 
with “W” for serious reasons 


International Education Week 


WEEKLY PLAYLIST 


(=) Open 
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In your 
Feelings 


(a) Search 


In Your Feelings 


Autumn leaves are 
falling, the holidays 
are coming up... That 
means it’s simp season 
for the people who 
don’t have a boo. It’s 
okay, we got you. 


Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to 
contribute to 
upcoming playlists. 


Scan 


Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to take part in the elephantastic 


scavenger hunt! 


f © Vin 


Follow us @thedailytitan 
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H O RO S C O P E WRITTEN by Stepheny Gehrig 


This week, the people around 
you will be a _ valuable 
resource to your personal 
growth. Be sure to listen with 
an open mind, and take in the 
advice they give. 


RI 
ES 

(Mar. 21- 

Apr. 19) 


AU Keep your head level and 
don’t try to bury yourself 
RUS in work. While it is good 
to have goals and be 
persistent in achieving them, 
overwhelming yourself will 
not help you accomplish 
what you’ve set out to do. 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


Remember not everyone 
can/will be satisfied. This 
week brings heavy emotions, 
and reassuring yourself that 
you are the best version 

of yourself, will keep you 
grounded. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


AN You're moving too fast. Take 
this week to slow down and 
CER enjoy the view. If you keep 
going at things at a fast 
pace, there’s no time to make 
memories or enjoy your time. 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


This week, you'll turn out to 
be the advice-giver to your 
friends and family. Your 
caring nature will be strong 
and make you more prone to 
giving new ideas and comfort 
to those around you. 


| £0 


(Jul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


This week is filled with 
confident energy for you! 
Use this newfound motivation 
to pursue tasks and goals 


that have been delayed or 
brushed off. 


IR 
GO 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


Ruminate this week on some 
of your past choices. Being 
able to reflect on past actions 
can lead you on a new path 
of self-discovery. 


IB 
RA 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


COR Have an open mind _ this 


week as you are pulled more 
PlOi. listening to your heart 
rather than logic. Although it 
might cloud your judgement, 
listening to your heart will 
bring more opportunities and 
life lessons. 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


Your mind might be 


AGITT fuzzy from all the things 


going on and you might 
lear feel overworked at the 
beginning of this week. 
Push through, the end of the 
week will reward you with 
clarity and motivation. 


This week brings along 


APRI a new air of excitement 
CORN 


and enthusiasm. Harness 
i these new energies and 
apply them throughout your 
day. Use these emotions to 
bring on new life-changing 
opportunities. 


Though your talkative 


QUA nature might draw you 
RIUS into gossip culture, err on 
(Jan. 20- 


the side of caution this 
Feb. 18) 


week. It’s easy to get lost 

among the rumors and 
gossip, but keep in mind to 
not spread those claims. 


This week might have you 
feeling stuck. Try a change 
of scenery and get your 
creativity flowing. Maybe 
work outdoors for one day, 
move the furniture around, or 
even change your diet for a 
couple days. 


IS 
CES 


(Feb. 19 - 
Mar. 2 


CREATIVE 
CORNER 


Saiko Food is a food blog | created for expressing my creativity and sharing 

stories. With over 7K followers (and still growing) on Instagram | share unique 
food and feature local businesses in SoCal. Part of my extension to my blog is 
a Youtube Channel where | do mukbangs, food trips, and an interview series 


called Neighborhood Nams. 


Specifically for the later segment | sit one on one with owners of restaurants to 
learn more of how they came to be and what makes their food special. | love 
collaborating with others because | can connect and support with the power 
of food.|’vedonemany collaborations andlearnedso much aboutfood, butl’ve 
learned to be more confident and love my passion. 


f= 


f= 


Instagram: @saikofood 


Want to nominate for Titan 
[=] of the Week or submit art 
a ora poem? 


Scan the QR code or 
Visit https://forms.gle/ 
Co1f93M7TFdGJeMn6 


Submitted By: Nina Cereno 


Saiko Food is a food blog I’ve been growing 
throughout college to build on my own personal 
brand and express my love for food! 


Want to share your Fast Food 
or Restaurant hacks? 


Scan the QR code or Visit: 
https://forms.gle/6tK4qg34EU9gmre5p8& 


NOTHING CLEVER TO SAY sy: SARAH FONG 
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Athletes get ready for comeback 


CSUF players can 
choose to workout at 
home or on campus. 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 


Just weeks away from the start 
of the Cal State Fullerton’s men’s 
and women’s basketball seasons, 
athletes from all sports are show- 
ing that time away from campus 
resulted in unique workouts and 
team bonding activities. 

With the coaching _ staff’s 
guidance, the Titans have made 
the most of the workouts despite 
their inaccessibility to training 
facilities on campus. 

“T know that some of the guys 
have grouped up and ran around 
campus, ran around the sur- 
rounding Fullerton area, going to 
a park where there are monkey 
bars and turning it into a pull-up 


bar; doing small stuff like that to 
be able to maintain some form 
of shape. We have had meet- 
ings with our strength coach to 
go through yoga, so that they are 
not just sitting at home and get- 
ting tight,’ said Anthony San- 
tos, a men’s assistant basketball 
coach. 

For athletes who have not re- 
turned to campus, having unlim- 
ited access to the gym and work- 
out rooms are what they look 
forward to. 

Senior Haley Brown from the 
women’s soccer team said she 
has found new ways of working 
out beside the norm of running 
around the neighborhood. 

Brown said she enjoys being 
outside and her love for riding 
bikes is a good way for her to 
stay in shape. 

“T love biking, so that’s fun 
and I go on long bike rides, or if 


Johnny Wang exercising in the weight room at CSUF. (Matt Brown / CSUF Athletics) 


I'm going to play soccer some- 
where, I bike there so that it’s 
more fun, a little warm up ride,’ 
Brown said. “It’s actually fun be- 
cause my mom goes on the bike 
while I run. She bikes next to me, 
so I can talk and I’m not alone.” 

Johnny Wang, a men’s bas- 
ketball senior forward, said he 
used his connections from high 
school to continue to workout in 
isolation from others amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Because I went to school 
here in Southern California and 
I have connections with personal 
trainers and basketball trainers, I 
have access to a gym and weight 
room, so I’ve been just working 
out privately and consistently 
and that’s how I stay in shape in 
the offseason,” Wang said. 

Since basketball is returning, 
Wang said he believes that the 
team looks very exciting and he 


cannot wait to get back to get 
with them. 

“Tt feels great, like it’s been a 
long time since we were away 
from the gym — from every- 
body. Finally, the team can get 
together and start working to- 
gether,” he said. 

Going into his last season at 
CSUF, Wang said that the team 
he once started with is very dif- 
ferent, and that through hard 
work, the team will be back on 
track and ready when the new 
season arrives. 

Wang said that in the past 
three years many of his team- 
mates have graduated, with him 
being the last one left from his 
freshman year team. He said 
that the team will have many 
newcomers from junior college, 
transfers and first year students. 

“They bring energy to the 
court already, which is why we 


are focused on teaching them 
our system — teaching them our 
concept. But I feel their passion, 
their energy is making them go 
on the right path with us. I think 
everybody can expect the team 
to play hard, have a lot of energy 
on the court and it will be really 
joyful to watch,’ Wang said. 

Although Brown has not re- 
turned to campus, she said she 
knows the team will be one to 
watch for. 

“Tm really excited about the 
women being able to be back 
on campus. They’re definitely 
taking all the health precautions 
necessary to be back on cam- 
pus, so I’m really excited, espe- 
cially the freshman to have this 
time to get to know the team 
and the coaching staff and know 
our style of play and what not,” 
Brown said. 

For Brown, the new additions 
to the team will be able to add 
to the success of last year’s unit 
in hopes for another Big West 
championship, she said. 

“Right now, we're just going to 
be preparing for next season. We 
don’t know what that is going to 
look like yet, but we’re preparing 
so that when the season comes, 
we are ready, Brown said. 

Santos said he does not know 
if fans will return to the stands 
this season, but he is more con- 
cerned with preparing his play- 
ers for on-court play. 

“T know our guys are ready 
and we just have to approach it 
from that standpoint. We always 
talk about bringing our own en- 
ergy to the space — that’s going 
to be a big thing for us this year 
when we do get back to being 
on campus, playing and moving 
forward,” Santos said. 

Whether there are fans in the 
stands or not, sports are back and 
the athletes long awaited season 
and hard work will hopefully 
pay off in the near future. 


Conquering the field and the classroom 


Haley Brown’s hard work 
on and off the pitch has 
led to her success. 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 


Haley Brown is a fierce and 
competitive soccer player, but 
she’s more than just an athlete. 

From Bay Area, Haley Brown 
is a Senior women’s soccer player 
for Cal State Fullerton, who has 
proved that she not only domi- 
nates the field with her defense 
and scoring, but also conquers 
her academics as well. 

At CSUE, she has earned a 
cumulative 3.98 GPA and is cur- 
rently on the dean’s list, as she is 
pursuing a degree in child and 
adolescent development. 


“I spend a lot of my time 
studying,’ Brown said. “Now 
that I am back at home, my fam- 
ily has definitely made some 
comments saying "Wow, you re- 
ally do a lot of work, far more 
than we expected.’ But I definite- 
ly love child development, I don’t 
consider it work because I love 
learning about it and doing it-” 

Brown started in 20 out of 21 
games for the 2019 season, and 
added seven goals on 63 shots 
and nine assists. She had two 
match-winning goals in the 2019 
season, including one against 
Cal State Northridge to give the 
Titans the Big West regular sea- 
son title. 

Brown said she loves being on 
the field, but there is more to her 
than just being a typical athlete. 

Last year, from summer to 


fall, Brown volunteered at St. 
Joseph Hospital , a place that is 
very near and dear to her heart. 

“My grandma spent time 
there and the nursing staff was 
really incredible and that kind of 
made me consider nursing, so I 
decided to do volunteering there 
just to see if that’s something I'd 
like to do. Although I really had 
a great experience there, I just 
decided that nursing wasn’t my 
path, so that’s why I didn’t con- 
tinue. But I had a great time there 
and I learned a lot and met some 
really great people,’ Brown 
said. 

Other than volunteering at the 
local hospital, Brown has also 
been a college mentor at an af- 
terschool program in the Ful- 
lerton area, helping students 
with college applications and 


Haley Brown on the pitch against Kansas State on Sep. 8 at Titan Stadium. (Kason Clark / Daily Titan) 


preparing for life in college. 
Additionally, she worked as a 
course assistant for Child and 
Adolescent Studies 301 and was 
also a research assistant for one 
of her professors. 

“T really want to work with 
kids. I just love learning about 
it?’ Brown said. “I think of my- 
self as a kid too, I can just relate 
to them and I just love learning 
about it.” 

In the offseason and during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Brown said she has appreciated 
being able to spend time with her 
family. 

“My family is totally into puz- 
zles. I love drawing, love going 
on runs or hiking and also I like 
taking out my hammock and go- 
ing to watch the sunset, finding 
some trees and spending time 


outside?’ Brown said. “It has 
been nice because I get to hang 
out with my sister; I mean I don’t 
go to school with her so it’s really 
nice that I get to see her a lot.” 

Although Brown said she 
wants to go back to Fullerton 
and join her team, due to the 
safety of her family she decided 
to stay home. 

“In my spare time, typically 
in Fullerton, I like spending time 
with my teammates and I love 
reading,” Brown said. 

Brown said she will be back in 
January. Although soccer is not 
back yet, Brown said she contin- 
ues to train and work out so that 
she will be ready when the sea- 
son returns. 

“Tm trying to do new things 
like yoga or maybe going on lon- 
ger runs, running in open space, 
just anything kind of fun and dif- 
ferent;’ Brown said. 

In terms of how the team is 
going to handle the new poli- 
cies in place for soccer’s return, 
Brown said she believes that 
as long as everyone follows the 
rules and safety procedures, ev- 
erything will be fine and the sea- 
son will go on without a hitch. 

“There’s obstacles, and espe- 
cially with COVID, it’s not go- 
ing to be necessarily the same 
path, but everyone knows they 
are going to work as hard as 
they can to get there and wher- 
ever we are, whether we’re in 
Fullerton or not in Fullerton, ev- 
eryone is committed to the team 
and I’m really excited to get 
back when I can,’ Brown said. 
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